1. LORD SIVA AS A REDEEMER OF INDIKA

Once Indira was engrossed in witnessing the
performance of the Apsaras, the classical dancers. His
Guru, Brahuspathi, arrived there but Indira failed to
receive him and do obeisance to him befitting the
occasion. Brahuspathi got annoyed and walker away.
Consequently, Indira's prosperity dwindled. Afterwards
he searched for his Guru but he could'nt find. He had
consulted Brahma, who suggested that Indira should
take another Guru till the return of his erstwhile Guru.
Brahma had also suggested the name of the
three headed Vichravas who was an Asura by birth but
was a scholar of unexceptional erudition and reputation.
Indira had acted accordingly. When Indira wanted to
perform a yaga, his newly .found Guru showed his real
leahings towards the Asuras and performed the yaga
which only resulted in the prosperity of the Asuras. Indira
was furious at this deceit s^d he put off the three heads
of his Guru. Brahmahathi Bbsha seized Indira
immediately. This he passed on to the trees, earth,
women and water and thus becs^ne absolved of the sin.

But, Thwashta, the father of Vichravas, was
grief-stricken on the murder of his son. He therefore
performed a yaga from which vratrasura, a demon,
emanated. Thwashta put the demon on a mission to kill,
Indira in a battle. Vratrasura's challenge was accepted
by Indira. But in the battle h^ could not withstand the